
Similarly, the Fourth Assessment erroneously claimed that “[t]he Netherlands is an
example of a country highly susceptible to both sea-level rise and river flooding because
55% of its territory is below sea level where 60% of its population lives and 65% of its
Gross National Product (GNP) is produced.”7The Dutch government has asked for a
correction to that claim, noting that only 26 percent of the country is below sea 18

Trimo Vallaart, the Dutch environment ministry spokesman, said he regretted the fact
that proper procedure was not followed, and added that it should not be left to politicians
to check the IPCC’s numbers.”9He also said that the Dutch government “will order a
review of the report to see if it contains any more errors.”120

3. RAIN FOREST CONCLUSIONS BASED ON NON-PEER REVIEWED
SOURCES

As with the errors regarding Himalayan glaciers, rural Chinese weather stations, and
Dutch land, the Fourth Assessment contains an improperly sourced and unverifiable
claim about the Amazon rainforest. In the Fourth Assessment, the IPCC cited a WWF
report’2’ claiming that, due to climate change, “[u]p to 40% of the Amazonian forests
could react drastically to even a slight reduction in precipitation The WWF
report’s authors claimed their findings were based on an article in Nature,’23 but the
sentence in the Nature piece that the WWF report relied on was about how logging,
rather than climate change, affected the forest.’24 Similarly, the IPCC’s Fourth
Assessment cited an article published in a popular magazine for climbers which was
based on anecdotal evidence from mountaineers about the changes they saw while
climbing)2’ The Fourth Assessment also cited’26 a geography student’s master’s
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‘201d
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dissertation that quoted interviews with mountain guides in the Alps.’27 But perhaps most
egregious was the Fourth Assessment’s citation’28 to a boot cleaning manual.’29 Citations
to these non-peer reviewed sources130 and others like them refute EPA’s claim that it
could rely on the IPCC assessment reports because they contained peer reviewed
scientific studies.
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