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March 24, 2010

The Honorable Robert Bauer
Counsel to the President

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave, N.W.
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Bauer:

I am writing to reiterate my request for information relating to possible violations
of the Presidential Records Act (PRA) by members of the White House staff. In
particular, I have been concerned about the reported actions of Carol Browner in
negotiating a secret deal with the automobile industry and the State of California, behind
closed doors and under a “vow of silence.” Given these reports, it appears that the
President has either failed to develop and implement adequate policies to ensure the
creation and preservation of Presidential Records, or staff members at the White House
have acted deliberately to thwart such policies. For your convenience, I am attaching the
original inquiry, sent on November 13, 2009.

As the Ranking Member of the Oversight and Government Reform Committee,
which has legislative jurisdiction over the PRA, I continue to be concerned that a member
of the Administration may have deliberately violated the law. My concern has only
grown as the matter in question is now at the very center of the Congressional debate
over the Resolution of Disapproval for the Endangerment Finding. As you are aware, the
Endangerment Finding is the legal predicate to regulate greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions
under the Clean Air Act (CAA). Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Administrator
Lisa Jackson is seekin§ to regulate GHG emissions from light duty vehicles under
authority of the CAA.

In my November letter, I articulated my concerns for the actions of the Assistant
to the President for Energy and Climate Change, also known as the Energy and
Environment Czar, Carol Browner.’ According to a New York Times article, there was a
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Colin Sullivan, Vow of Silence Key to White House — California Fuel Economy Talks, N.Y. TIMES, May
20, 2009.

> Proposed Rulemaking to Establish Light-Duty Vehicle Greenhouse Gas Emission Standards and
Corporate Average Fuel Economy Standards, 74 Fed. Reg. 49454 (Sept. 28, 2009).

7 Colin Sullivan, Vow of Silence Key to White House — California Fuel Economy Talks, N.Y. TIMES, May
20, 20009.






